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The unemployment rate in the Kern County was 10.1 % in March 2024, down from a revised 10.4 % in 

February 2024, and above the year-ago estimate of 9.3 %. This compares with an unadjusted 

unemployment rate of 5.3 % for California and 3.9 % for the nation during the same period. 
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Labor Market Information

Top Employers Top Employment Sectors

•  Health Care and Social Assistance

•  Retail Trade

•  Professional, Scientific & Technical Services

•  Accommodation and Food Services

•  Administrative, Support, Waste Management, 

and Remediation Services 

•  Manufacturing

•  Private Educational Services

•  Public Administration Wholesale Trade

•  Construction 

labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov

Bakersfield MSA | March 2024

http://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/


EMPLOYER
SERVICES



No-Cost HR Hotline

(888) 201-5817
Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

HR Experts provide guidance on:

▪ Hiring & firing processes

▪ Paid sick leave laws & FMLA

▪ Breaks, lunches, and overtime

▪ Employee handbooks

▪ Harassment prevention and more 



On-the-Job Training Numbers

January – April 2024

Employers with OJT Contracts: 27

Total OJT Contracts: 32

Median Wage: $19.10/Hour

Encumbered: $124,572

Top (5) Employers with OJT Contracts 



Rapid Response Numbers

99 Cents Only Store Inc. did not submit a WARN notice and has not been willing to 

give us a count of total number of affected employees. We have held (1) of (3) 

orientations as of 4/24 and assisted 23 employees at this event. We are scheduled 
to hold two additional RR orientations on 5/8 and 5/22

Date Submitted Company #  Affected Notes

1/24/2024 Calpac Pizza, LLC. DBA Pizza Hut 46 RR flyers provided

1/18/2024 Ridgecrest Regional Hospital 31 Orientation: 2/6

2/22/2024 Daifuku Services America Corporation 155 Unable to make contact

2/28/2024 Kaiser Foundation Hospitals 72 RR flyers provided

No WARN Notice 99 Cents Only Store INC. N/A Orientations: 4/24, 5/8 & 5/22

4/22/2024 Triple Canopy 203 No contact made yet

4/25/2024 Revol Greens 100 No contact made yet

Layoff Numbers
January - April 2024

Employers: 7

Total Affected: 607

  



Past Employer Recruitments

GAF
On-Going recruiting for 

several openings

  

Department of

Rehabilitation
Senior Vocational 

Rehabilitation Counselor

  

RectorSeal
Job Fair | March 5 & 6
Warehouse Forklift Drivers

Kern Fire Safe

Council
Project Manager



Past Employer Recruitments

Primex Farms
On-Going Hiring for

Several Openings

Exact Staff
On-Going Hiring for
Several Openings

Kern Health 

Systems
Summer Externship Program 

for Students enrolled in HS, 

College, or University

  

BFMC / HPN
On-Going Hiring for

Several Openings



April Employer Recruitments

Kern County
Public Safety Recruitment

Several Openings

April 17th | SE BAK Office

  

E&E Foods
Alaska Seafood Processors

April 9th | SE BAK Office

VEEP Info Session
Veterans Electrical 

Entry Program 

April 9th | Ridgecrest

KC Sheriff’s Office
Recruitment & Testing

April 9th | Ridgecrest



Upcoming Recruitments



TRAINING
PROGRAMS 
& GRANTS



Recycling Lives
Partnership Program
A new cohort will start 

approximately on August 14th 

Café 1600
BAS | Culinary Arts Program
Teaching Tuesdays (To-Go Meals) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays - Lunch 

from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Training Programs

MC3 | ValleyBuild
Pre-Apprenticeship Training

(19) Students are graduating in June 

New Cohort Starts August 5th 



Recycling Lives – Board Visit March 13, 2024

Next Board Visit - TBD



RERP Grant – New Program

Regional Equity & Recovery Partnership Grant

Dental Hygiene Program at Taft College 

Assistance with tuition cost 

and supportive services to 

cover the following: 

▪ Books for second year students

▪ National Hygiene Board Exam

▪ CA Licensing Application Fee



167 – Farmworker Grant

▪ New ETR / NFJP Spanish Orientation

▪ New Bilingual Brochure & Updated Flyers



Farmworker Outreach Events

▪ Outreach in local apartments in the cities of Arvin, Lamont & Wasco

▪ Participated in the Wasco Independence Career Fair, Nueva High 

Spring Fair in Lamont, and the South High Career Fair in Bakersfield 



Farmworker Outreach Events

CSUB HEP – Vocational 

Convention | April 20th 

▪ Resource Fair and information on 

vocational trainings

▪ Educational & community support 

services for students

▪ Book signing by motivational & 

keynote speaker Trino Z. Sandoval 

▪ Presentations by ETR, WESTEC, BAS, 

and ‘Consulado de México en 

Fresno’



Skillup America | Metrix Learning 



Job Squad Live on Facebook



PAST EVENTS



Women’s Empowerment 

Skills for Success 
Event: Tuesday, April 9th 
At The Recruitment Center  

Event in partnership with The Department of Corrections & 

Rehabilitation - State Adult Parol Operations & ETR P2E Team 

Empowerment Speakers:

• Stephanie Grayson from The Mission at Kern County

• Kathryn Gillis from Golden Empire Transit

• Elaine McNearney from Dress for Success

• Lizette Patterson from Cazador Consulting Group



Women’s Empowerment 



2024 Career & STEM Expo

Inspiring Tomorrow’s Workforce
Event: Friday, April 26th | CTEC

3,500 Middle & High School Students

160  Community Exhibitors

Notable attractions included: 
• Impossible Science Festival & Science Magic 

Show by Illusionist Jason Latimer

• CTEC Tours of the building and its programs

• Heavy equipment displays

• Hands-on Trades Training Programs

• Outdoor demonstrations featuring drones, 

robotics, fire technology, 3D anatomage 

table, and Enzo the Police K9 Unit



2024 Career & STEM Expo



2024 Bakersfield Women’s 
Business Conference

Tuesday, April 30th 
Mechanics Bank Theater

• 65 Exhibitor Booths

• 26 Workshop Speakers

• 1,000+ Women in 

attendance



2024 Bakersfield Women’s 
Business Conference



Success Story Video

Imer Rosales
Facilities Manager

West Coast Biofuels

https://youtu.be/8GTc4Mbp9WI



THANK YOU


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5:  No-Cost HR Hotline
	Slide 6:  On-the-Job Training Numbers
	Slide 7:  Rapid Response Numbers
	Slide 8:  Past Employer Recruitments
	Slide 9:  Past Employer Recruitments
	Slide 10:  April Employer Recruitments
	Slide 11:  Upcoming Recruitments
	Slide 12
	Slide 13:  Training Programs
	Slide 14:  Recycling Lives – Board Visit
	Slide 15:  RERP Grant – New Program
	Slide 16:  167 – Farmworker Grant
	Slide 17:  Farmworker Outreach Events
	Slide 18:  Farmworker Outreach Events
	Slide 19:  Skillup America | Metrix Learning  
	Slide 20:  Job Squad Live on Facebook
	Slide 21
	Slide 22:  Women’s Empowerment 
	Slide 23:  Women’s Empowerment 
	Slide 24:  2024 Career & STEM Expo
	Slide 25:  2024 Career & STEM Expo
	Slide 26:  2024 Bakersfield Women’s Business Conference
	Slide 27:  2024 Bakersfield Women’s Business Conference
	Slide 28:  Success Story Video
	Slide 29

