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If you need a copy of the New WDB Member Orientation PowerPoint, 

please E-Mail Marsha Manos at charlesm@kerncounty.com



The unemployment rate in the Kern County was 8.7 % in December 2023, up from a revised 7.8 % in 

November 2023, and above the year-ago estimate of 6.8 %. This compares with an unadjusted 

unemployment rate of 5.1 % for California and 3.5 % for the nation during the same period. 
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Labor Market Information

Top Employers
Top Employment Sectors

•  Healthcare & Social Assistance

•  Retail Trade

•  Private Educational Services

•  Professional, Scientific & Technical  

   Services Manufacturing

•  Accommodation & Food Services

•  Administrative Support, Waste 

    Management & Remediation Services

•  Public Administration Wholesale Trade

•  Construction 

labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov

Bakersfield MSA | December 2023

http://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/


EMPLOYER
SERVICES



No-Cost HR Hotline

888-201-5817
Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

HR Experts provide guidance on:

▪ Hiring & firing processes

▪ Paid sick leave laws & FMLA

▪ Breaks, lunches and overtime

▪ Employee handbooks

▪ Harassment prevention and more 



Virtual Trainings for Employers

Wednesday, February 28
10:00 - 11:00 AM

Register at: 
tinyurl.com/ConflictManagement2-28

Topics Covered:

▪ How to assess a challenging situation & appropriate strategy

▪ Understand the elements of effective communication

▪ Utilize a 5-step process for dealing with difficult people

▪ Recognize the negative impacts of conflict

▪ Navigating through tough conversations with employees

▪ Conflict resolution across department team members

▪ Understanding and displaying empathy

*Sponsored by Central Valley Regional HR Hotline



On-the-Job Training Numbers

July 2023 – January 2024

Employers with OJT Contracts: 36

Total OJT Contracts: 125

Median Wage: $24.48 /Hour

Encumbered: $689,584

Reimbursed to Date: $299,417

Mercy Hospital & Bakersfield Memorial

Top OJT Employers



Rapid Response Numbers

PY 2023-2024 

Layoff Numbers
July 2023 – January 2024

Employers: 15

# Affected: 2,764

  

-      Date of Layoff Employer # Affected Notes 

1 7/30/2023 Yellow Corporation 27 (10) Attended our RR In-Person Orientation

2 8/14/2023 Essendant 44 (28) Attended our RR In-Person Orientation

3 8/25/2023 California Resource Corporation 60

4 8/28/2023 ARC Technology 1  Attended our RR In-Person Orientation

5 8/31/2023 Amentum 305

This company lost the contract with the Air Force Base in 

Ridgecrest,and the new company that has the contract hired 

most of the employees and those that were not hired took 

other position in different companies or retired.

6 9/2/2023 David's Bridal 27

7 10/13/2023

URS Midwest, Inc. dba

 United Road Serv ices 4

8 10/20/2023

Cygnus Home Serv ices, LLC

dba Yelloh 13

9 10/28/2023

Morrison Healthcare at 

Adventist Health Bakersfield 74 This layoff is an annual contract rebid

10 10/30/2023 Constellis 7

11 11/23/2023 Dreyer's Grand Ice Cream, Inc. 900 First Temporary Shutdown that lasted (14) days

12 12/15/2023 -1/2/2024 Dreyer's Grand Ice Cream, Inc. 1,015

Annual Temporary Shutdown. 

Employees were laid off and retuned in staggering groups

13 12/29/2023

Early Morning, LLC 

dba Weeks Rose 67

14 1/1/2024 TVT Trucking, Inc. 142

15 1/8/2024 Virgin Galactic 78



Recruitments January 2024

Kern Health Systems 

Career Expo
January 25| 5:30 PM

Valley Achievement 

Center Job Fair 
January 12 | 9:00 AM

Bakersfield Family

Medical Center
On-Going Openings



Niagara Bottling Recruitment

Niagara Bottling LLC plans to invest $160 

million in a 420,000-square-foot building 

expected to employ at least 60 people 

earning an average of about $59,000 per 

year, not including overtime, bonuses or 

benefits.

Openings:
• Warehouse Associates

• Production Operators

• Inventory Associates

• Injection Operators
• Maintenance Technician

• Sr. Maintenance Mechanic

https://www.bakersfield.com/news/delano-water-facility-expected-to-bottle-2-acre-
feet-per-day/article_15de6652-8b19-11ee-b383-077e727281eb.html

JANUARY 23rd 

RECRUITMENT NUMBERS 

400+     Attendees*

241       By Appointment 

123       Walk-Ins 

364       Total Screened 

* Those who did not get screened were 

provided a QR code to direct them to the 

online application and Niagara staff would 

follow up with them at a later date



Recruitments February 2024

Panama-Buena 

Vista Union School 

District
February 7 | 4:00 PM

  

Buttonwillow 

Warehouse 

Company
February 15 | 1:00 PM

  

Kern County 

Probation Dept.
On-Going

Exact Staff
On-Going

  



TRAINING
PROGRAMS



167 Farmworker Grant  Weekly Outreach Events  



Skillup America | Metrix Learning 



Recycling Lives – New Cohort



High Roads Construction Career Grant  

MC3  | Multi-Craft Trade Unions 

Pre-Apprenticeship Training Program

▪ 15 participants graduated from the 6th 

cohort and had a graduation ceremony on 

February 2nd at Hodel’s with 8 having 

guaranteed employment 

▪ The goal is to have 20 participants in the 

    new cohort that is starting April 1st 

▪ Veterans are encouraged to join the 

program



MC3 Training – New Cohort



PAST AND 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS



Tues. January 23rd at the

 American Legion - Post 26

▪ In partnership with ValleyBuild, Kern County 

Veterans Services, Amazon, EDD & ETR

▪ Open to the general public and Veterans 

were encouraged to attend 

▪ 26 Registered Employers & Community 

Resources

▪ 161 in Attendance 







Upcoming Events - February

67th Annual Whiskey Flat Days
Presented by the Kernville Chamber of Commerce 
February 16-19 | Kernville

For more information visit: officialwhiskeyflatdays.com 

Wasco Independence High School
7th Annual Career Fair 
February 22| 10:00 AM – 12;00 PM

Open to all Wasco High School Students 



Upcoming Events – March & April

Thurs. March 14th  
Mechanics Bank Theater

leadersinlife.org

Fri. April 26th 
Career Technical 

Education Center

linktr.ee/careerstemexpo

Tues. April 30th 
Mechanics Bank Theater

bakersfieldwomen.org



THANK YOU
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